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versity and City, to be used in all the churches." But
there was no intention of making an assault upon the
town. Essex was merely covering the passage of his
baggage train. Whilst he was thus occupied and the
scholars were making a sortie, Charles and Rupert
ascended Magdalen Tower and watched the movements
of the enemy. Next morning a determined effort was
made by Essex to pass over the Cher well at Gos worth
Bridge, but he was repulsed by the musketeers with
considerable loss. Essex being now on the east side
of the river and cut off from communication with
Waller, the King strove to avail himself of the oppor-
tunity of retaking Abingdon and engaging Waller
singly.

But after an unsuccessful move against Abingdon,
the design was abandoned, and the Royalist forces
were once more concentrated on the north side of
Oxford. Sir Jacob Ashley, Major-General of the
Foot, himself took command at Gosworth Bridge,
where, he perceived, Essex intended to force a passage.
There he threw up breastworks and a redoubt, and
succeeded in repulsing the enemy, who renewed their
attacks from day to day and even brought up cannon
to their support without avail. Meanwhile, however,
Waller effected the passage of the Isis at Newbridge,
quartered his van at Eynsham, and threatened the rear
of the King's army. Ashley was compelled to retire.
Essex immediately threw his men across the Cherwell,
and quartered them that night at Bletchington. His
horse advanced to Woodstock. The King seemed
to be enveloped by the opposing armies. But after
making a demonstration against Abingdon, Charles
slipped out of Oxford on the night of 3rd June.
Marching out with six thousand men by S. John's Road,
he made his way along a rough crooked, lane and got
clear away to the north of the city. He left the Duke
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